
Maks Banens  CMW-CNRS,  Lyon University 1/5 

« Doing » Same-Sex Families in Europe 

Maks Banens 
Centre Max Weber – CNRS 

Lyon University 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
I’d like to share some results and some research hypotheses on same sex unions in Europe. More especially: How same sex union registration laws got adopted in EuropeWhat may be hidden behind the different legal status of registered unionsHow to understand the huge differences in same sex union registration so far
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Separate vs universalist statutes for same-sex families at 
the time of recognition 
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S-S ‘Marriage’ Rates in 2011  (2010*) Rates for 100 000 inhabitants 
France* 14.0 

Netherlands 11.0 

United Kingdom 10.9 

Belgium 9.8 

Switzerland 8.5 

Western Europe 7.8 

Spain 7.5 

Denmark 6.2 

Finland 6.2 

Sweden* 5.8 

Iceland 5.7 

Norway 5.2 

Austria 5.1 

Germany* 3.9 

Portugal 3.1 

Czech Republic* 1.8 

Hungary* 0.8 

Slovenia 0.7 
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Here is the timeline. I’d like to make two observations.First: the acceleration of the process. It started slowly in the 90s, accelerated around 2000 and then again after 2004.I colored the three moments in red, blue and green.Second observation: except for Finland, the spread is geographically extremely regular. It starts in the Scandinavian countries (first wave), then it moves down to the heart of Western Europe (second wave), and from there into the margins of Western Europe (third wave). What does it mean? It means that the same sex union registration laws were not just the outcome of local political circumstances inside of each country. Looking from an international European point of view, domestic circumstances seem to have been secondary, driven by some kind of autonomous social process. The question now is: what is this process?I considered three hypotheses, taken from literature. 
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Country Source Year
France Census 2008 95
France Family Survey 2011 130
Germany Mikrozensus 2010 80
UK Labor Force Survey 2012 220

S-S Families for 
100 000 inhbts

Country Source Period
France Census 2006-2010 6,4
Germany Mikrozensus 1996-2008 5,1
UK Labor Force Survey 2006-2012 8,9

Annual growth 
rate (%)
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Same-sex families (registered or not) 

Recent estimates 

Estimated growth 
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Thank You 

More Data 
Comments and 

Methodological notes: 
www.banens.fr/sex.php 
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